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On-site | UCCA and "Booster" "Memory 1988" Start 2016 New
Plan

Phoenix Art Exclusive ReportPhoenix Art Exclusive Report

On January 14, 2016, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art ushered in the new exhibition of 2016 with the 

opening of the two solo exhibitions of "Peter Wayne Lewis: Booster" and "Derek J. Brown: Memory 1988" 
Picture. These two artists are both African-American artists, and both have a unique relationship with Bei-
jing: In 1988, Brown became the first American artist to hold a solo exhibition at the current National Mu-
seum of China; Lewis started working in the northern suburbs of Beijing in 2007 It has been nearly 10 years 
since it was created in the room "Oasis". Both of his works show the two artists' deep understanding and 
connection with Chinese culture, jazz and American abstract art. In view of the close connection between 
the two artists and the "special period" of Chinese art in the 1980s, the double solo exhibition also opened 
one of Ullens's most important plans in 2016: focusing on exploring the art ecology in the early stages of 
China's reform and opening up. The exhibition will last until March 13, 2016.
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▲ Exhibition site
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▲A group photo of guests
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▲The opening scene
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The Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA) has always been active on the

boundaries of "Chinese and foreign" art, and has started to organize overseas art

exhibitions since its establishment. After UCCAʼs preparation of Kentridgeʼs exhibi-

tion last year was well received, Rauschenbergʼs solo exhibition will be held this

year, which is what art audiences expect. Many foreign artists have a close rela-

tionship with China, and even have in-depth contacts with the Chinese art circle

since the 1980s. According to UCCA curator Tian Feiyu, many exhibitions planned

by Ullens in 2016 will explore the state of art in the early stages of Chinaʼs reform

and opening up, including the two solo exhibitions by Peter Wayne Lewis and Fred-

erick J. Brown. . At the same time, the "Wang Yin's Solo Exhibition" in March and

the "Zeng Fanzhi's Solo Exhibition" at the end of the year, which are worth looking

forward to, will continue Ullens' continuous exploration of painting, which is to fur-

ther sort out the aesthetic context of each artist from early to recent .



9/12/2020 现场 | UCCA携⼿“助推器” “记忆1988”开启2016新计划

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5NDUwNzAwNg==&mid=402743279&idx=2&sn=7447735b2a58a3596ff16fad43422035&scene=5&srcid=0115kRceBLd… 6/25

▲ Conversation scene

"Peter Wayne Lewis: Booster" and "Frederick J. Brown: Memory 1988" double solo

exhibition, as the 2016 opening exhibition of Ullens Center for Contemporary Art. It

can be said that from the perspective of the artistʼs historical background, artistic

experience, working environment and other factors, it is directed towards Ullensʼ

2016 exhibition plan: Focusing on the special transition period of Chinese art in the

1980s, very few and extremely important foreign artists The relationship estab-

lished by the Chinese art environment and the impact on the art form, state of art

and breakthroughs at that time. Even in the subsequent creation, some artists set

up land in China, gradually integrated into Chinese culture, and further used the

existing artistic language to collide with Chinese local culture. And Lewis and

Brown are extremely important art experiencers in China.
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▲ "Peter Wayne Lewis" and "Frederick J. Brown" exhibition site

Frederick J. Brown, who was influenced by the modernist art masters in his early

years, taught at the former Central Academy of Art and Design from 1985 to 1987,

and in 1988 at the Chinese Revolution Museum (now the National Museum of Chi-

na) located on the east side of Tiananmen Square The exhibition aroused a strong

response-Chinese artists and students at the time had extensive discussions on

his vivid expressionist style; Peter Wayne Lewis started in 2007 in the studio "Oa-

sis" in the northern suburbs of Beijing Creation, most of his works were created in

Beijing, and gradually influenced by the local environment and culture of China, he

extracted elements that touch his body and spirit from the life scenes he observes.

The acquaintance of Peter Wayne Lewis and Frederick J. Brown was also an impor-

tant factor in the exhibition. In the 1980s, Lewis was on the West Coast of the

United States and Brown was in New York. As a co-creating abstract artist, Lewis

visited Brown after seeing Brownʼs abstract works in a magazine. After that, he of-

ten communicated with each other until they were in China. Art experience.
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Peter Wayne Lewis: Booster

▲ Peter Wayne Lewis played Munch 2012-2015 Acrylic on canvas 107 x 91cm x 15

This exhibition focuses on Lewisʼ two important sets of paintings, each of which

contains 15 paintings. Among them, Lewisʼs unique abstract language has under-

gone an unexpected change, which stems from the theory of quantum physics and

Theronnis. Munch's music. "String theory believes that all matter is moving in dif-

ferent dimensions as vibrating strings. This concept connects physics to the music

I love. The vibrations of strings create harmony... The universe is a song by color,

A symphony composed of light and beat." Lewis said.
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▲ Peter Wayne Lewis "The Changer" 2015 Acrylic on canvas 183 x 229cm x 2

All the works exhibited in this exhibition were created in China, and some of the

works have also been exhibited abroad. He has been studying "abstract painting"

for nearly 10 years. Lewis said in an interview with " Phoenix Art ", "The abstract

language with melody shown in my paintings will always make foreign audiences

think that this is not like a creation in China. When the audience knows the answer,

, But can see Chinese elements from it. This is actually people deliberately looking

for images in their imaginations and displaying them in reality.” Lewis does not

agree with peopleʼs views. He believes that his experience in China must be Af-

fected my own creation-from consciousness to creation. Lewis believes that ab-

straction is not the symbol seen in his works, but just as reality becomes virtual af-

ter being processed through the medium of painting or image, he will express his

experience and feelings in his creation, and this process is instead More real.
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▲ Peter Wayne Lewis "False Vacuum" 2015 Acrylic on canvas 250 x 200 cmx6
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▲ Peter Wayne Lewis "Munch Rhythm 3/15" 2013 Acrylic on canvas 216 x 183 cm

This exhibition uses UCCAʼs corridors and high walls to present works "Munch

Rhythm Suite" (2013) and "Buddha Playing Munch" (2012-2015) in a mesh struc-

ture for the first time, both of which were created by the artist working and living

in China period. In addition, the artist's recent creation of "False Vacuum" (2015)
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Derek J. Brown: Memories 1988

will also be on display-this series contains 6 paintings inspired by the ideas of

physicist Alan Guth of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. At the same

time, many of Lewisʼ abstract works are derived from traditional Chinese painting

and calligraphy. He said, “Chinese calligraphy is actually the earliest abstract art. I

will try my best to incorporate this feeling into my creation. Bada Shanrenʼs works

are for me It was very influential. When I saw the works of Bada Shanren in China, I

was very excited and inspired. I saw the parallel picture relationship between his

works and mine."
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▲ Exhibition site

Frederick J. Brown was born in Georgia in 1945 and died in 2012. During the artis-

tic renaissance in the 1970s and 1980s, Frederick J. Brown created in the attic in

the Soho district of New York, and collaborated with jazz musicians Ornet Coleman

and Celonnis Mun K, Anthony Braxton and abstract expressionist painter William

de Kooning collaborated. Brown is famous for his series of portraits of jazz and

blues musicians, and has a place in American painting history.
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▲ Frederick J. Brown held a solo exhibition at the Chinese Revolution Museum (now the National

Museum of China) in 1988
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▲ Frederick J. Brown "Hotel Space (Courage and Redemption)" 1980 Acrylic on canvas 140.9 x

193 cm
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▲ Frederick J. Brown "Holiday" 1986-1987 Oil on canvas 223.5 x 289.5 cm
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About the artist

▲  Left: Frederick J. Brown "Easter Dinner Time" 1972 Oil on canvas 213.3 x 274.3 cm Right:

"Easter Morning" 1972 Oil on canvas 213.3 x 274.3 cm

The paintings presented in this exhibition involve solemn religious themes ("Easter

Dinner Time" and "Easter Morning") and the artist's childhood memories ("School

Playground"). In 1988, Brown held an exhibition at the Chinese Revolution Museum

(now the National Museum of China) located on the east side of Tiananmen

Square, which evoked a strong response-Chinese artists and students at the time

had extensive discussions on his vivid expressionist style. Nearly 30 years later,

UCCA presented Brown's work in the same city with the intention of evoking this

almost forgotten cultural exchange event that occurred during the awakening peri-

od of Chinese contemporary art in the 1980s.

Peter Wayne Lewis
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▲ Artist Peter Wayne Lewis

Peter Wayne Lewis was born in Jamaica in 1953 and is currently a professor of

painting at the Massachusetts Institute of Art and Design. He lives and works in

Beijing, Boston and South Orange County, New Jersey. In 2015, Lewis held a solo

exhibition "Beijing Booster" at the Museum of Contemporary Art in North Miami.

Lewisʼ recent exhibitions include: “Booster Painting” (North Miami Museum of

Contemporary Art, Miami, 2015); “Latin American Art Today” (Promo-Arte, Tokyo,

2014); “The Fifth Beijing International Art Biennale "(National Art Museum of Chi-

na, Beijing, 2012); "Seeing Jazz" (Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 1997).

Frederick J. Brown
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▲ Artist Frederick J. Brown

The works of Frederick J. Brown (1945-2012) are collected by public and private

institutions worldwide, including the Smithsonian National Museum of American
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Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA)

Art, the Metropolitan Museum and the New Orleans Museum of Art. Brown was

born in Georgia and studied in Chicago. He was influenced by modernist art mas-

ters in his early years and taught at the former Central Academy of Art and Design

from 1985 to 1987. Brown is famous for his series of portraits of jazz and blues

musicians, and has a place in American painting history.

UCCA is an independent public welfare art institution that serves the public. It is

located in the core area of   Beijing's 798 Art District. It was founded by Belgian col-

lectors, Ullens, and officially opened in November 2007. UCCA cooperates exten-

sively with well-known and emerging artists both locally and internationally, hold-

ing academic exhibitions and a wealth of public projects, and is committed to con-

tinuously promoting the development of contemporary Chinese art and promoting

international exchanges. Ten thousand visitors present the most forward-looking

art and culture
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▲Exhibition poster

Exhibition name: Peter Wayne Lewis and Frederick J. Brown

Exhibition time: 2016.01.15-2016.03.13

Exhibition location: Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA)

(Phoenix Art Lee Beijing Reporting Editor Lee)

Copyright statement: All works marked with "Source: Phoenix Art" on this web-
site are works legally owned by this website or have the right to use. For coopera-
tion authorization, please contact: xieyj@phoenixtv.com.cn. Those who are autho-
rized to use works on this website should use them within the scope of authoriza-
tion and indicate "Source: Phoenix Art". It is not allowed to reprint, extract or use 
other methods to use the above works without the authorization of this website.
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Read more


