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PeterWayneLewishasaspectacularshowofnewworkatRosenberg+
Kaufmanthatisamajordeparturefromhislastshowinthesamespace.The
newpaintingsserveupabrilliantblendofgestureandreductivisminwhichboth
conspiretosupporteachother.

PeterWayneLewis-installationview

Wereviewedthisartist'slastsoloshowatthisgalleryinApril2000.That
workwasconcernedwithpresentingadensetraditionalhandlingofspace
surroundedbyaflatpainted'pictureframe'.Theresultwasapaintingwithina
paintinginwhichtheinteriorportionpresenteda3-dimensionalspatialrendering
andtheoutside'frame'paintingwasanevenhighglossandutterlyreductive.
Thewidejuxtapositionbetweenthetwoiswhatgaveimpetustothework.Even
so,suchawidedisparitywasproblematicinthattheresultwastoomuchinthe
serviceofsomethingmoreconceptualthanvisual.

PeterWayneLewis-installationview

ThenewworkisapleasantdepartureandtakesLewis'paintingtoan
entirelynewechelon.Theartisthasnotabandonedhistwoearliercontrasting
approachesbutratherhasputitintheserviceofabroadlycongruentsensibility.
Thesepaintingsofferanengagingmixofanarchyandorderthatisnevertheless
notatoddswithitself.Thetwoprimarydriversforthisareareductiveesthetic
(nowexemplifiedbythebackgroundexpansesofseeminglyblankcanvas)
combined
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withthequickgesturalformsintheforeground.Colorplaystobothaspects.It
flattensoutintheground,dispersingintovariationsofwhitewithanodto
Minimalism.Intheformsthehuescanbecomebrightandintensebuttheynever
straytoofarfromtheearthtones.Itisthewildlylyricalformsthatgrabtheeye
andstealtheshow.Butthat'smostlybecausethebackgroundgivesthem
suchalargestageonwhichtodance.Now,takeacloserlookatthegroundand
you'llseeasublimeconfigurationofstripesinoneformoranotherthroughoutthe
work.

http://www.pdfpdf.com


AbstractArtOnlineByJWalentini-28Apr2003.doc Page3

PeterWayneLewis,Strings 155,2003,
oiloncanvas

Lewis'subjectmatterreferencesageneralsenseofmicroscopicorganic
forms.Thepaintingssuggestentireworlds,unseenbythenakedeyethatmight
existallaroundus.Thisisbutanentrypointtounderstandingthework.Whatis
reallyfascinatingishowtheartisttakesjustahandfulofelementsandarranges
theminsuchamannertoachieveamagnificentqualityofvisualbalance.It'snot
justthearrangementoftheformsbutagain,howthecolorisarticulatedthatis
justasimportantfordefiningthespatialrelationships.Nextlookathoweach
pieceispainted.Toachievetheauthenticspontaneousqualityofgesture
expressedbytheformsrequiresaZen-likeconfidenceinpaintingthem.Without
knowinghowLewisactuallyworks,itiseasyenoughtoimaginehimemployinga
methodologyrelatedtoEasternpainting.Youwonderifhespendshours
practicingpaintingtheformstobuildconfidenceandexperienceandthen
transfersthatknowledgeandenergy,inaflash,tothecanvas.Regardlessofthe
method,thefactremainsthat,aswiththewatercolormedium,thereisaverythin
marginforerrorinthesepieces.YetinpaintingafterpaintingLewismanagesto
getitright.

PeterWayneLewis-DetailView
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Allofthisleadsintothecontentfoundinthiswork,whichisthatLewis
createsseverallevelsofvisualexperienceinhispaintings.Theovertformsrelate
toeachotherinplacement,numberandproportion.Thenthereisthewaythat
thecolorofthebackgroundisneverquitedetermined;inpartduetothesubtle
additionofthosestripes.Finallyspaceis,ononehanddefined,yetalso
indeterminate.Measuredordercombinesneatlywithamessyandimpulsive
organicsensibility.Gesture,tidiness,sensuousness,logic,presence,
absence;allofitispulledtogetherandpresentedinpaintingsthatmakeitlook
easytodo.IntruthLewisleaveshimselfexposedinthiswork-hetakesahuge
riskinattemptingtoextractsomuchoutofsuchfewelements.Buttheartist
risestothechallengeandtherazor-edgestanceiswhatmakestheworkand
permeatesitwithmeaning.

http://www.pdfpdf.com


AbstractArtOnlineByJWalentini-28Apr2003.doc Page5

PeterWayneLewis,Strings 159,
2003,oiloncanvas,60x48in

Copyright©2001-8PeterWayneLewisFineArt,JosephWalentiniandAbstract
ArtOnline

Allrightsreserved.

http://www.pdfpdf.com

