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Thesearetwostrongexhibitionsbyabstractpainterswhocreatecohesive
andcompellingvisions.BothalsohaveuniquepersonalhistoriesPeterWayne
Lewis,sonofajazzmusician,wasborninJamaicaandlivedinPanamaand
Californiabeforecomingeastasanadult.Theotherartistgrewupona
Nebraskafarminalargemulti-culturaladoptivefamilybeforeheheadedtoNew
Yorktobeanartist.

Bothartistsdealwithadichotomyofform,andwhileusingsimilarpainterly
elements;eachhasdevelopedaverydifferentsolution.Theyhaveincommona
denselypigmentedpaletteandanorganiclinearsensibilitythatplaysoffof
geometricimagery,andthealsocontinuetodeveloptheirvisuallanguageinan
evolutionaryprocessthatkeepsthepaintingsalive.

PeterWayneLewisstillincorporatesasolidtextural"frame"ofcoloraround
acentralrectangle,creatingessentiallytworealmsinnerandouter--thatset
eachotheroff.Inthepast,theseseparatearenas,whilenotfightingeachother,
appearedinawaytocompete,creatingatensionastowhichpartwas
dominant.Butnow,thetworealmsseemtobeeachmorecompletewithin
themselves,moreindependent,asifeachcouldeasilybecometheentire
composition.Theirconjunctionandrelationshiptoeachotheriscalmer,
however,morecomplimentaryandsupportivethancompetitive.Theouterarea
withit'smonotonal,rhythmicsurface,hassolidifiedonthepictureplane,whilethe
innerareaweavesaconnectionbetweenpushandpull,betweenaninfinite
floatingspaceandthepictureplanethatbringsdynamictensionintotheimagery.

TherehasalwaysbeenasenseofstrengthandsurenessinLewis'painting,
buthisimageryisnowbothmoreclassicandmoreconcise.Atthesametime,it
ismoretender,moreexpressive,asifamaturingprocesshasoccurredallowing
adelicateexploratorystroketothrivethattakesgreaterpleasureinthevoyage,
themergingalongthewaywithothercolorsandforms.Insomeofthepaintings,
thisexplorationhaslentafeeloflandscapetotheimagery,butthisappearsless
likeadefinitedirectionthanastoppingpointalongtheway.Lewis'next
exhibitionwilltellusmuch.
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