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Peter Wayne Lewis @ Rosenberg+Kaufman,115WoosterSt.,closed April 22.
Rebecca Purdum @ JackTilton,49GreeneStreet,closed April 22.

Peter Wayne Lewis
Thesepaintingsareconcernedwiththeillusionary
aspectsofvisualspace.Lewisachievesthisintwo
ways.Thefirstisthroughanactivetreatmentof
formsandcolor,which,amongotherthings,includes
thesuggestionofaclassicalrenderingofspace.This
isfoundwithinthe“inside”paintingasopposedto
whatsurroundsthem.Hereheweavescolor,texture
andforminacomplexandcontrolledchaos.Inso
doinghecreatesasenseofmotionthatdestabilizes
thespace.Thecombinationproducesavisual
cacophonyofformsthatpitstraditionallandscape
paintingagainstsomethingfarmorefunkyand
loose.Ausefulmetaphormightbetoimaginean
exhibitionofwildAbExpaintingsheldinoneofthe
classicgalleriesoftheMet.

Peter Wayne Lewis,Field # 15,1999,Oilon
Panel,48x48in

Peter Wayne Lewis,Field # 9,1999,OilonPanel,
48x48in

Lewis’othermethodfordealingwithspaceisto
frametheinsideimagerywithahighgloss,
paintedsurface.Theformstheysuggestare
minimalandthecolorismonochromatically
reductive.Thishastheeffectofisolatingthe
activeinsidepaintingandfurtheringitstreatment
ofspace.Theinsidepainting,then,becomesan
illusionaryportalofreality-theideaofa
paintingwithinapaintingwithinapainting.It
makesforaninterestingconceptualexercisebut
itcangettobeabitrepetitiveaswell.Still,the
outsidepaintedsurfacesareequallyengagingand
onerecalls,intheirheavilypaintedtextures,the
suggestionofwavesorapatternofscalloped
shells.
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Inaconversationwiththeartisthementioned
theimportanceofmusicinhislifeandhowhe
triestoarticulatethisinhispaintings.Heis
successfulinthiswithbothapproaches;first,by
aggressivelymodulatingtheformsandsecond,
bypresentingevenlytemperedpatternsof
rhythm.Thetwotreatmentsalsoconspiretogive
thisworka

Rebecca Purdum,Around,1999,Oilon
Canvas,9x6ft
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Peter Wayne Lewis,Field # 2,1999,Oilon
Panel,48x48in

surrealisticquality.Lewisdoesvaryhisforms,
colorandproportionsoftheworkagreatdeal,
whichkeepsitallcompelling.Butitmightbe
interestingtoseewhatwouldhappenifsomeof
thesepaintingsweretotallyunconstrainedby
thepaintedframeoropentoaddressingitin
otherways.

Rebecca Purdum
Thisartisthasbeencreatingatmospheric
abstractpaintingswithvariedsuccessfor
severalyears.Theprimarydifficultyhasbeen
incorporatinglargeformsintothemoreethereal
sensibilityofthework.Butthereisnothing
variedaboutthesuccessofthecurrentwork
andherePurdumgetsitjustright,strikinga
perfectbalancebetweenthetwo.
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